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9.4.4.4 Communication with helicopter
All communication to transfer a pilot by helicopter will be on the VHF-sector channel (sec-
tor Maas Approach VHF Ch 01 - sector Maas Pilot VHF Ch 02).

The helicopter will contact the vessel on VHF when within range. The helicopter may 
request the vessel to change to another VHF Channel if radio traffic requires this. In other 
situations the pilot helicopter will select the appropriate VHF Channel. All instructions from 
the helicopter pilot to the vessel and vice versa will be on this frequency. The call sign of the 
helicopter is ‘Pilot Helicopter’ followed by its registration letters. As soon as VHF contact is 
established (normally initiated by the helicopter), the vessel shall advise the helicopter pilot 
of its position, course, speed (when under way), the actual wind direction and speed over 
the deck, pitch, roll and condition of deck (e.g. dry, spray, wet, etc.). The helicopter pilot will 
confirm the acceptability of those conditions, or ask for a possible change in heading and/
or speed.

In case of radio-communication failure (applicable day and night) The helicopter will circle 
the ship. The ship, by use of an Aldis hand-signalling lamp directed at the helicopter, will 
indicate:

  A steady white light, if the vessel is ready to receive the helicopter;
  A series of short flashes, if the vessel cannot receive the helicopter for an undetermined 

period of time up to a maximum delay of 15 minutes;
  A prolonged series of morse code letter ‘N’, if the vessel cannot receive the helicopter for 

a period of time of more than 15 minutes.

9.4.4.5 Communication Locks
See section 9.6.6 ‘Locks’.

9.4.4.6 Communication bridges
See section 9.6.7 ‘Bridges’.

9.5 Pilotage

9.5.1 Local pilotage

9.5.1.1 Compulsory pilotage
Pilotage in this region is compulsory for the following fairways:
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Pilotage is compulsory for the fairways:
Nieuwe Waterweg Approach Area
Maasmond
Nieuwe Waterweg
Beerkanaal
Calandkanaal
Hartelkaanaal
Breeddiep
Nieuwe Maas
Koningshaven
Hollandsche IJssel

Oude Maas
Dordtsche Kil

Beningen
Hollandsch Diep
Volkerak
Zuid Vlije 
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Pilotage is compulsory for the following fairways:
Scheveningen Approach Area

Scheveningen1
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10.5 Pilotage

10.5.1 Local pilotage

10.5.1.1 Compulsory pilotage
Pilotage in this region is compulsory for the following fairways:

10.5.1.2 Exemptions compulsory pilotage
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 ‘Pilotage’ (The Netherlands).

10.5.1.3 Request for a pilot
See section 10.4.2 ‘Request for a pilot’

10.6 Sailing directions

10.6.1 Scheveningen approach
1 Approaching from a westerly direction

Scheveningen can be reached from several W to SW-ly directions. Pilotage is not com-
pulsory to enter Scheveningen Harbour but if needed the pilot will board at the pilot 
station approximate 2 n miles SW of Maas Centre Lt buoy. From the pilot station at 
Hoek van Holland, Scheveningen can be reached by following a route which leads the 
vessel in a NE-ly direction between the MN1 and MN3 Lt buoys to a position NW of the N 
cardinal Lt buoy Indusbank N and the production well. From there a course is set towards 
the Lt buoy Sch. 

2 Approaching from a northerly direction
Scheveningen can be reached from several N-ly directions.
Pilotage is not compulsory to enter Scheveningen Harbour but if needed the pilot will 
board at the pilot station approximate 2 n miles SW of Maas Centre Lt buoy.


