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DEFINITIONS

Notices to Mariners. This Guide must be kept up to date and corrected up to the 
latest NtM available.
Main abbreviations (see also the Key to Symbols)
ALRS Admiralty List of Radio Signals
BSH Bundesamt für Seeschiffahrt und Hydrographie (Hamburg-Rostock)
COLREGs International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at sea, 1972
DW Deep Water Route
CG Coast Guard
UTC Universal Time Co-ordinated
GT Gross Tonnage
HP Hydrographic Publication (Neth.)
IMO International Maritime Organization
IALA International Association of Lighthouse Authorities
ITZ Inshore Traffic Zone(s)
MARPOL International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973
NP Admiralty Nautical Publication
SOLAS International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
TSS Traffic Separation Scheme(s)
VTS Vessel Traffic Service(s)

Regulations and Recommendations
The COLREGs quoted are the ‘International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
1972’. The full text is in the Mariners Handbook (NP100). While the Hydrographic Depart-
ment endeavours to include in all its publications details of the regulations of all countries 
appertaining to navigation, it must be understood that no liability can be accepted for failure 
to publish details of any particular regulation, and that publication of the details of a national 
regulation is for the safety and convenience of shipping and implies no recognition of the 
international validity of the regulation.

1 HOW TO PLAN YOUR PASSAGE USING THIS GUIDE

1.1 Principles of passage planning
Heavy traffic and offshore dangers make it essential to plan your passage before you enter 
this area. The first stage is to assemble and assess the navigational information: this is the 
appraisal, and chart 1970 will help you to do it. The second stage is the detailed planning on 
the navigational charts. Only after this, the third stage – the execution of the planned pas-
sage itself – should be undertaken. Even then, the plan should take account of the continu-
ous monitoring needed to check progress along the pre-planned track and to ensure that the 
navigational equipment is working properly.

1.2 Summary of planning

APPRAISAL [responsibility of ships’ master]
See 2 for general notes on ships’ routeing.
Examine the planning chart, decide which Routeing System to be used.
For special classes (see 4)
note that:

• patterns of traffic-flow are simplified
• when planning to use a deep-sea pilot (see 10)
• parts of the area are under radar surveillance
• for traffic/activities encountered (see 6)

PLANNING [responsibility of navigation officer]
• Collect all necessary charts and other publications.
• Ensure these are up-to-date and corrected from NMs as well as T + P Notices.
• After a close study of these items, make a detailed plan (see 1.3)

EXECUTION of the PLAN [responsibility of master and navigation officer]
Take a decision on the tactics to follow, taking into account:

• condition of ships’ equipment
• weather conditions in particular visibility and the effect on navigation
• traffic density and other up-to-date information 
• Consider changes in the plan

MONITORING PROGRESS [responsibility of watchkeeper]
In these waters continuous checks should be made on:

• progress along the planned track, especially where track-keeping is essential
• proper functioning of all navigation equipment
• the position of buoys, before relying on them

Note:
• New dangers will be marked in accordance with IALA System [Region-A]
• All vessels navigating in the NORTH SEA are recommended to use the 

information broadcasts (see 8)
• For incident reporting (see 7.5)
• For dangers which can’t be shown on the Chart (see 6)
• Vessels are recommended to make use of the full width of the traffic lanes

1.3 How to make a detailed plan
This is done by marking your intended track on the Chart, and by recording all the key-points in 
a notebook. Items to be recorded will be:

• safe speed and alterations in speed
• positions where a change of machinery-status is required
• course alterations
• reporting points and messages
• VHF-channels to be watched
• minimum depth allowances and areas where track-keeping is essential; especially in the 

latter case the use of parallel-index methods should be considered
• manoeuvres when approaching a pilot station
• emergency plans for reaching safe water
• tidal information, times of sunrise etc.

Note:
• voyage plans should comprise the trip from berth to berth
• for detailed information about planning and procedures, see:

• ‘Deep Draught Planning Guide’ (Greenwich Buoy to Europoort) for vessels with a 
draught between 20.7m and 22.55m (see 4.1). Its reference number is HP8 (Neth. 
Hydr. Serv.) or

• SOLAS V/34, IMO Guidelines for Voyage Planning (IMO Resolution A.893(21), 1999
• Bridge Procedures Guide (International Chamber of Shipping, 2007)

1.4 Suitable position-fixing equipment
The IMO recommends that all vessels of 300 GT and over should be fitted with electronic 
position-fixing equipment suitable for the area. 

2 ROUTEING: GENERAL RULES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Rule 10 of the COLREGs is intended to minimize the development of collision risks by 
separating opposing traffic flows, but the other Rules also apply in all respects. This means 
that THE MERE FACT THAT A VESSEL IS PROCEEDING ALONG A THROUGHGOING ROUTE 
DOES NOT GIVE THAT VESSEL ANY PRIVILEGE OR RIGHT OF WAY!
Crossing traffic exists in parts of the North Sea, with increased risk of collision. 
Mariners are reminded that when risk of collision is deemed to exist the Rules of the COLREGs 
fully apply and in particular the Rules of Part B Sections II and III of which Rules 15 and 19(d) 
are of specific relevance in the crossing situation.

2.2 Rule 10(b) refers to the use of the traffic lanes and states ‘A vessel using a traffic sepa-
ration scheme shall:

i. proceed in the appropriate traffic lane in the general direction of traffic flow for that lane;
ii. so far as practicable keep clear of a separation line or separation zone;
iii. normally join or leave a traffic lane at the termination of the lane, but when joining or 

leaving from either side shall do so ‘at as small an angle to the general direction of 
traffic flow as practicable’. A vessel using a lane may transfer within it from one side to 
the other, provided that this is done at as small an angle to the direction of traffic flow 
as practicable.

These vessels are recommended to use adequately qualified Deep Sea Pilots in the North Sea, 
English Channel and Skagerrak.
Also these vessels shall avoid the sea between the mandatory route and the Frisian Islands 
coast, except when joining or leaving the route at the nearest point of the route to the port of 
departure or destination which permits a safe passage to or from that port. They shall use the 
mandatory route, or part of it, when:

• sailing from North Hinder to the Baltic or to North Sea ports of Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Germany or the Netherlands N of 53°N and vice-versa;

• sailing between North Sea ports of the Netherlands and/or Germany, except in cases of 
adjacent port areas;

• sailing between United Kingdom or Continental North Sea ports S of 53°N and 
Scandinavian or Baltic ports;

• sailing between North Hinder, United Kingdom or continental North Sea ports 
S of 53°N and offshore and shore-based oil-loading facilities in the North Sea area. 
However, this provision does not apply to vessels sailing between ports on the 
E coast of the United Kingdom, including Orkney and Shetland Islands.

4.2.1 Vessel carrying dangerous goods, may enter Rivers Ems, Jade, Weser or Elbe only when 
visibility exceeds 1000m and their radar and VHF equipment is in good working condition. A 
continuous listening watch on VHF shall be kept. Pilots will advise on the frequencies to be used.

4.3 Advice to use TSS ‘German Bight Western Approach’; 
 Compulsory pilot transfer far offshore

4.3.1 Certain categories of vessels shall only be boarded or disembarked by pilots near 
GW-TG Buoy (when en-route to or from river Ems) or south of GW/Jade Buoy (when en-route 
to or from rivers Elbe, Jade or Weser). This applies to:

• Tankers exceeding 150m in length or 23m in beam, when en-route to or from any of the 
above mentioned rivers, when carrying gas/chemicals/petroleum/petroleum products in 
bulk or unloaded tankers, if not cleaned, degassed or completely inerted after having car-
ried petroleum/petroleum products or chemicals with a flashpoint below 35ºC

• bulk carriers other than oil, gas and chemical tankers exceeding 220m in length or 32m 
in beam when en-route to or from river Elbe

• bulk carriers other than oil, gas and chemical tankers exceeding 250m in length or 40m 
in beam or 13.5m in draught, when en-route to or from rivers Weser or Jade 

• other vessels exceeding 350m in length or 45m in beam when en-route to or from rivers Jade 
or Weser.

• other vessels exceeding 350m in length or 55m in beam when en-route to or from river Elbe.

4.3.2 The safest and fastest way to reach these pilot stations is by using the routeing systems 
‘Off Friesland’ and TSS ‘German Bight Western Approach’. For additional information on com-
pulsory pilotage for certain vessels see the ‘Mariners Routeing Guide German Bight’ (DE2910 
INT 1410).

4.4 Sailing vessels and vessels under 20m long, are allowed to use the ITZ under all cir-
cumstances and it will usually be safer for them to do so. But if obliged to cross traffic lanes 
they shall cross on a heading as nearly as practicable at right-angles to the general direction of 
traffic flow; by keeping a vessel’s heading at right angles, whatever the tidal stream, her time 
in the traffic lanes will be reduced to a minimum and true right-angle aspect will be presented 
to shipping following the lanes (see 2.3).
Rule 10(j) of the COLREGs states that sailing vessels and vessels under 20m in length ‘shall not 
impede the safe passage of a power-driven vessel following a traffic lane’.
A yacht’s course and speed should be planned so as to avoid, as far as possible, the develop-
ment of a risk of collision. If a yacht cannot follow proper routeing procedures under sail in a 
TSS because of light or adverse winds, she should use her engine if she has one. If, nonethe-
less, risk of collision with another vessel develops, the normal COLREGs apply.

5 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

5.1 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships,1973 (MARPOL)
The provisions of the MARPOL Convention must be observed. Any person contravening these 
provisions is liable to prosecution. The territorial sea and the continental shelf of the Nether-
lands are under intensive surveillance for violations of the MARPOL Convention. This is carried 
out by special aircraft and patrol vessels of the Netherlands Coast Guard. The use of airborn 
remote-sensing equipment enables almost any kind of pollution to be detected regardless of 
visibility and even at night. Observation is also possible when detergents have been added to 
the discharged oil. Any person found guilty of violating the MARPOL provisions can be pun-
ished. Masters are strongly recommended to make use of the reception facilities available in 
ports for oil, chemicals, garbage and any other waste on board. 
For incident reporting (see 7.5).

5.2 Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) - see Planning Chart
A particularly sensitive sea area is an area that needs special protection because of its vulner-
ability to damage, caused by maritime activities. Those operating in or near such an area should 
exercise the utmost care to avoid such damage. No waste should be discharged overboard and 
no damage should be inflicted to the marine environment and the marine organisms living in it.

6 DANGER AREAS AND ACTIVITIES CAUSING INTERFERENCE

6.1 DW Routes 
Vessels in DW-routes, may be constrained by their draught; particular attention must be paid 
since the appropriate signals (Rule 28) may not be conspicuous (see 3.10).

6.2 Ferry services 
The density of crossing ferries in the North Sea may not be as high as in the Dover Strait, how-
ever sailings from Zeebrugge can add up to some 20 per day. Ferries have no special privilege 
or right of way (see 2.1). 

6.3 High speed craft 
High speed craft proceed at speeds faster than other commercial and leisure vessels. They are 
generally engaged on fixed routes, carrying passengers, cars and, in some cases freight. High 
speed craft carry no special identification signals and have no special privileges or obligations 
in Collisions regulations. However, they represent a new hazard in the areas they commenced 
operations. Their speed may potentially accelerate hazardous situations and bring risk of colli-
sions from unexpected directions. Some high speed craft could generate a significant shallow 
water wave effect. This can have a serious impact on small craft (see 2.1).

6.4 Mining activities

6.4.1 General
Activities in connection with oil and gas exploration can be encountered throughout the 
major part of the area covered by this Guide. Some pipelines are shown on the Planning Chart 
to indicate their presence. For a complete picture of these pipelines dangerous to shipping 
reference should be made to the navigational charts. It is strongly advised not to anchor near 
gas or oil pipelines. Exploration and production platforms are active in the area. In congested 
shipping routes platforms may additionally be marked with cardinal buoys, sometimes with 
RACON. In exceptional cases a VTS is operated. Vessels are recommended to report their 
sailing plan to such a VTS. Unauthorized navigation is prohibited within 500m of platforms. 
Pipelaying activities can be encountered. Mariners are requested to give pipelaying activities a 
wide berth. When crossing traffic lanes these operations will be accompanied by patrol vessels.

6.4.2 Seismic surveys 
Seismic surveys frequently take place in the North Sea. The survey vessel tows an array up to 
2 nm in length, at a constant depth below the surface. The end of the cable will be marked by 
an escort vessel. The survey vessel will show the signals as in Rule 27(b) of the COLREGs. Ves-
sels are requested to provide a wide berth and not to cross the cable.

6.4.3 Information to shipping 
Changes in wells, pipelines, platforms and associated marks as well as pipelaying operations 
and seismic surveys will be covered by Notices to Mariners well in advance. Essential informa-
tion of navigational significance or hindrance to shipping will be issued by the World Wide 
Navigational Service. In addition local navigational warnings will be broadcast when appropri-
ate (see 8). 

The RULE further says that a vessel using a TSS ‘shall so far as practicable keep clear of a traffic 
separation line’ or zone. Anchoring in a TSS or near its ends shall be avoided as far as practica-
ble. The one-way traffic lanes are mainly for through traffic.

2.3 Rule 10(c) states ‘A vessel shall, so far as practicable avoid crossing traffic lanes but if 
obliged to do so shall cross on a heading as nearly as practicable at right angles (i.e. at 90°) to 
the general direction of traffic flow’.

2.4 Rule 10(d) refers to the use of inshore traffic zones (ITZ) and states:
i. A vessel shall not use an ITZ when she can safely use the appropriate traffic lane within 

the adjacent traffic separation scheme. However vessels of less than 20m in length, 
sailing vessels and vessels engaged in fishing may use the inshore traffic zone.

ii. Notwithstanding sub-paragraph (i) above, a vessel may use an ITZ when en route to or 
from a port, offshore installation or structure, pilot station or any other place situated 
within the traffic zone, or to avoid immediate danger.

Rule 10, does not preclude through traffic under stress of weather from seeking the protec-
tion of a weather shore, nor does it impose any specific behaviour on vessels in ITZ, so vessels 
in ITZ must look out for traffic heading in any direction. It is recommended that even vessels 
not classed as through traffic, if going in the same direction as that of the adjacent traffic 
lane, should use that lane if they can safely do so, in order to reduce the number of head-on 
encounters in the ITZ.

2.5 Rule 10(e) refers to Separation Zones and states ‘A vessel other than a crossing vessel 
or a vessel joining or leaving a lane shall not normally enter a separation zone or cross a sepa-
ration line, except in cases of emergency to avoid immediate danger or to engage in fishing 
within a separation zone’.

2.6 Rule 10(g) states ‘A vessel shall, as far as practicable, avoid anchoring in a traffic sepa-
ration scheme or in areas near its terminations’.

2.7 Rule 10(h) and 10(f)) states ‘A vessel not using a TSS shall avoid it by as wide a margin 
as is practicable and if navigating near the end of a scheme shall do so with particular caution’.

2.8 Rule 10(i) states ‘A vessel engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage of any vessel 
following a traffic lane’.
Note that a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre being engaged in an operation either 
for the safety of navigation or working on a submarine cable is exempted from complying with 
Rule 10 to the extent necessary to carry out the operation.

2.9 A DW-route is primarily intended for use by vessels which require such a route because 
of their deep draught. Through traffic to which this consideration does not apply should, if 
practicable, avoid using DW routes, except the DW-routes via TSS ‘Off West Friesland’ and TSS 
‘Off Botney Ground’, which are also mandatory routes for certain tankers and bulk carriers.

2.10 In the DW-routes via TSS ‘Off West Friesland’ and TSS 'Off Botney Ground' vessels 
should, as far as practicable, keep to the starboard side.

2.11 A Precautionary Area is an area within defined limits where vessels must navigate with 
particular caution and within which the direction of traffic flow may be recommended.

3 ROUTEING: SPECIAL RULES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

For 3.1 - 3.9 see the Planning Chart. All the routeing measures, other than those described as 
national regulations, are approved by the IMO (and are listed in IMO’s : Ships Routeing’).

10 PILOT SERVICES

10.1 Obtaining deep-sea pilots 
Vessels requiring a deep-sea pilot for the English Channel, North Sea and Skagerrak should 
send their request to one of the deep-sea Pilot agencies in one of the countries border-
ing the North Sea. For details see ALRS-Volume 6 (1). The deep-sea pilot from the English 
Channel to one of the North Sea ports should be embarked at Cherbourg or Brixham. 
When westbound for the English Channel you are advised to embark the pilot before 
leaving port. In either case as much notice as possible should be given to the pilot agency, 
since the pilot may have to travel a long distance to embark (in some cases 48 hours is 
a minimum). Vessels embarking a pilot via one of the district pilot stations should send 
confimation on ETA direct to the pilot office concerned 6 hours in advance and make VHF-
contact within 30 nm of such a station. Deep-sea pilots may board by helicopter. Vessels 
taking pilots should update their ETA if necessary, because penalties may be imposed for 
inaccurate ETA’s and delays may result.

10.2 Obtaining district and harbour pilots 
Vessels may require district pilots for certain coastal waters and harbour pilots for port 
entry. Brief details of ports served by district pilots are given. District pilots may board 
by helicopter or may be picked up off Brixham or Cherbourg. For more details see ALRS-
Volume 6 (1).

10.3 Pilots transported by helicopter 
Note the international and local guides with regard to helicopter operations. General 
information about requirements on board the vessel and about operating conditions 
can be found in the ‘Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations’ published by the International 
Chamber of Shipping (ICS).Pilot transfer by means of helicopter may be expected in circu-
lar areas around the symbol . See Netherlands Coast Pilot (HP1), ALRS-Volume 6(1) or 
the Netherlands Nautical Charts.

10.4 District pilotage procedures

10.4.1 The Netherlands
Compulsory pilotage in the Netherlands depends on the destination, the fairway, the 
ships’ measurements, the cargo and if exemption/dispensation has been given to certain 
vessels. For details see The Netherlands Coast Pilot (HP 1). Additional procedures exist 
for special classes like deep-draught and oil-chemical tankers. Details can be found in the 
pilots and the Deep Draught Planning Guide (HP8). In some cases notice must be given 7 
days prior to arrival! When in reach of VHF, pilotage and ETA should be confirmed on the 
appropriate channel.

10.4.2 England (District pilotage procedures)

10.4.3 Belgium (District pilotage procedures)

10.4.4 Germany (District pilotage procedures)

In general such incidents have to be reported to:
The Coast Guard Centre or Traffic Centre of the area or the nearest coast radio station (see 
ALRS, Volume 1).
For the Netherlands Coast Guard reports can be transmitted on VHF Ch 16, or a MF Work-
ing Frequency after prior notice on 2187,5 kHz (MF DSC MMSI 002442000), or via satellite 
communication systems to:
phone: +31 223 542 300;
fax: +31 223 658 358;
e-mail: ccc@kustwacht.nl

8 MARITIME RADIO SERVICES

8.1 Radio stations: scheduled RT broadcasts
For most detailed information see ALRS, Volume 3 and 5.
Most warnings will be announced through DSC 2187.5 kHz and/or VHF Ch 70/16

9 TIDAL INFORMATION

9.1 Maximum tidal stream rates
During springtides, maximum tidal stream rates of up to 2 kn can be expected.
Rates of up to 3 kn can be expected in some coastal areas, especially off the east coast of
England. In some estuaries in the German Bight and off Great Yarmouth stream rates of
more than 3 kn can be encountered. For details appropriate stream atlases should be 
consulted.

9.2 Tidal height in locations with critical under-keel margins
For one position a tidal curve is shown. For the ‘Selected route’ for deep draught vessels
south of 53°N additional tidal curves are shown on the Netherlands publication 
‘Deep Draught Planning Guide’ - HP8 

9.3 Co-Tidal/Co-Range lines 
See charts GB5057 and GB5059.

6.5 Warning for mines and explosives
Reports concerning the recovering of mines and explosives in the North Sea are still coming in. 
The danger to surface navigation is regarded as no greater than the normal dangers to ship-
ping. Explosives on or below the seabed still present a hazard to vessels fishing, anchoring or 
carrying out submerged operations.

6.6 Firing practice and exercise areas 
Firing and bombing practices take place in a number of areas in coastal waters and off the 
coast. For coastal areas see the appropriate Navigational Chart. The areas are only in force 
intermittently or over limited periods. Warnings will be promulgated locally by radio, visual 
signals or Notices. Shipping and fishing vessels are strongly requested to avoid the danger area 
during firings or stay in the danger zone any longer than is necessary for direct passage
(see 8).

6.7 Fishing vessels 
Concentrations of fishing vessels may be encountered in the whole area covered by the
Planning Chart. For showing lights and shapes see COLREGs, Rule 26 + Annex II.

6.8 Wrecks 
A unique feature of the North Sea is the high concentration of wrecks. Medium and small 
scale charts may show only the wrecks that control the depth in the area concerned. Note that 
the position of a wreck may have been established by systems different from the positioning 
system on board your vessel. Critical wrecks should be given a wide berth. New wrecks will be 
marked according to the IALA Cardinal buoyage system.

7 RADIO REPORTING SYSTEMS

7.1 Dover Strait (see also adjoining Mariners’ Routeing Guide-GB5500) 

7.1.1 Western European Tanker Reporting System (WETREP)
WETREP is a Mandatory Reporting System under SOLAS Regulation V/11.
In the Dover Strait Area Tankers of more than 600 tonnes DWT carrying heavy crude oil, heavy 
fuel oil or bitumen and tar and their emulsions, are required to participate the Reporting Sys-
tem when first entering the PSSA, when departing from a port, terminal or anchorage within 
the Area, when deviating from a planned route within the Area or when finally exiting the Area 
(see 5.2).
For further information see ALRS, Volume 6 and Mariners’ Routeing Guide-(GB5500).

7.1.2 Calais Dover Reporting System (CALDOVREP) 
CALDOVREP is a Mandatory Reporting System under SOLAS Regulation V/11. Shore-based 
facilities at Gris-Nez Traffic (France) and Dover Coastguard (UK) are able to monitor shipping 
movements and provide improved advice and information about navigational hazards and 
weather conditions.
All vessels of 300 gt and over are required to participate the Reporting System.
For further information see ALRS, Volume 6 and Mariners’ Routeing Guide-(GB5500).

7.2 The Netherlands and Belgian coast

7.2.1 VTS Centres connected to the Reporting Systems
Position reports must be transmitted at certain reporting points marked  in the Plan-
ning Chart. For reporting points more inside the VTS-systems see The Netherlands Coast Pilot 
(HP1) or the ALRS, Volume 6. Each position report must contain the items: 
A - D in accordance with the IMO-reporting format (see 7.4).

7.3 German Bight (see also adjoining Mariners’ Routeing Guide-DE2910 INT 1410)

7.3.1 Sailing Plan (SP) 
When en-route for the inner German Bight vessels of more than 50m in length including pushed 
or towed composite units and all vessels carrying dangerous goods in bulk (gas/chemicals/oil/
oil-products) must report a sailing plan (SP) at certain points marked  to the VTS Centre 
German Bight via ‘German Bight Traffic’ on VHF Ch 80 or VHF Ch 79. This report must be made 
prior to crossing latitude 54°15'N when coming from the north or in case navigating TSS German 
Bight Western Approach when passing GW/B Buoy or in case navigating the TSS Terschelling – 
German Bight when passing Borkumriff Buoy or when crossing a line between Helgoland and 
Auβenelbe-Reede when coming from the east. The content of the SP must be: 
A, D, U, O, G, I, P, Q, T in accordance with IMO reporting format (see 7.4).

7.3.2 Position Report (PR)
A PR must be transmitted at certain reporting points marked  in Planning Chart. Each PR 
must contain the items: A, B, D, F in accordance with IMO reporting format (see 7.4). Pilots will 
advise on further reporting points upriver.

7.3.3 Deviation Report (DR)
A DR must be sent by vessels changing their sailing plan and/or entering an anchorage or port. 
A DR must be addressed to the competent VTS Centre.

7.3.4 VTS Centres connected to the Reporting System in the German Bight 

7.4 IMO-Reporting Format

7.5 Incident reporting
Masters of vessels have the obligation to report incidents which can effect the safety of life at 
sea, the safety of navigation or the risk of pollution.
Such situations may be related to:
Persons in distress at sea; safety of the ship (e.g. collisions); navigational hazards; (risk) of pol-
lution; loss of cargo, in particular dangerous cargo and containers; discovery of pollution, lost 
cargo and uncharted obstructions.

3.10 Special Navigation Regulations in the GERMAN BIGHT

3.10.1 Within the territorial sea (i.e. the three-mile zone including the buoyed fairways of 
rivers Jade, Weser and Elbe beyond the three-mile zone) the Traffic Regulations for Navigable 
Waterways applies completely. The main point of divergence from the 1972 COLREGs is the 
provision that vessels navigating in a fairway have the right-of-way over vessels entering or 
crossing that fairway, turning within that fairway, or leaving an anchorage or berth.

3.10.2 Within the area between the seaward border of the territorial waters (i.e. the twelve-
mile zone) and the area mentioned in 3.10.1 the Traffic Regulations for Navigable Waterways 
applies partly (e.g. regulations for vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods; obligation to 
certain vessels to take part in the reporting systems, etc).

3.10.3 Vessels navigating in TSS Jade Approach and bound for the inner German Bight shall 
be deemed to be right-of-way vessels provided that they must ride the tide while en-route 
from GB Super-buoy or from the deep-water anchorage to rivers Jade, Weser or Elbe and must 
exercise the right of way on account of draught constraints on the navigable waterway they 
are heading for.
Such vessels shall inform the VTS-centre German Bight via German Bight Traffic accordingly. 
They shall be deemed ‘vessels restricted in their ability to manoeuvre’ in terms of COLREGs 
1972 rule 3(g) and shall exhibit the lights and shapes prescribed by COLREGs rule 27(b). 
Navigation on tidal waterways shall not be commenced unless an understanding has been 
reached with the competent VTS-centre to the effect that it will be possible to keep to the tidal 
navigation schedule drawn up by the competent Waterways and Shipping Office.
Safety broadcasts will be transmitted by German Bight Traffic in 15 minutes intervals when 
such right-of-way vessels are underway in TSS Jade Approach. These vessels will be accompa-
nied by a shipping police vessel exhibiting a blue flashing light.

4 PASSAGE PLANNING: SPECIAL CLASSES

4.1 Deep draught vessels. Masters of vessels when planning their passages through Dover 
Strait and the Southern North Sea, should ensure that there will be an adequate under-keel 
allowance. The under-keel allowance is the difference between the charted depth of water and 
the vessels draught when stopped. The Netherlands Hydrographic Service publishes the ‘Deep 
Draught Planning Guide’ (Greenwich buoy to Europoort) for vessels with a draught between 
20.7m and 22.55m. Its reference number is HP8. In this Guide a ‘Selected route’ is described, 
which vessels can take at nearly all conditions of tide, swell and sea state. In conditions of 
extreme vessel motion due to heavy swell or sea state in the area near 51°55'N, 02°49'E, it may 
be necessary for vessels to proceed to the long term anchorage ‘1’ off Europoort. When it is 
expected that this condition may exist, the vessel will be informed. In the Planning Chart the 
Selected Route is shown as a black dashed line with arrowheads.

Vessels constrained by their draught should show the appropriate lights or shape only when 
actually so constrained. Not only the depth but also the breadth of navigable water should 
be considered when deciding whether a vessel is constrained. A vessel navigating with small 
under-keel clearance but with adequate space to take avoiding action should not be regarded 
as constrained by her draught. 

4.1.1 There is no official Deep-Draught guide for a SW-bound passage. A track which may be 
followed by very large vessels is shown in the Planning Chart as a black line with arrowheads. 
The first part of this SW-going track (west entrance Eurogeul to TSS North Hinder South) is 
recommended by the Rotterdam Port Authorities. The second part of this track (NHR-S Buoy 
to Greenwich Buoy) is based on a British study that has shown that a 21.3m draught vessel 
following the track would need a under-keel allowance of 7.6m if passing between the south-
ern part of The Varne and the northern end of The Ridge, in a heavy south-westerly swell. The 
allowance could be reduced to 7.3m when past The Varne. The study did not investigate the 
allowance needed for the relatively shallow southern end of the DW-route lying west of North 
Hinder Junction, where some advantage may also have to be taken of the tide.

4.2 Mandatory route for tankers from North Hinder to the German Bight and vice   
 versa (TSS West Friesland)
The following vessels should note the IMO-adopted mandatory routeing system under SOLAS 
Regulation V/10 which applies to the routes from North Hinder to the German Bight.

• tankers of 10000 GT or more carrying in bulk the oils as defined under Annex I to 
MARPOL 73/78;

• vessels of 5000 GT or more carrying in bulk the noxious liquid substances catagories 
X or Y as defined under Annex II to MARPOL 73/78;

• vessels of 10000 GT or more carrying in bulk noxious liquid substances catagory Z as 
defined under Annex II to MARPOL 73/78;

• vessels of 10000 GT or more carrying liquified gasses in bulk.

THAMES

HUMBER

GERMAN BIGHT

DOGGER
A

A

B B

C

C

D

D

Neth. Cont. Shelf

Texel

Zierikzee

IJsselmeer

Marken

Delfzijl

Harlingen

Rottum

IJmuiden

Vlissingen

Hoek van
 Holland

30nm

Netherlands coastal waters and 
adjacent lakes and estuaries

1

2

5

6

8

10

9

11

12

14

15

16

17
18

4

13

3

7

A1
A2

A3

G H
A

B

I

D

J

C
E

F

Paper Charts
A GB1187
B GB1503
C GB1610
D GB1504
E NL/GB1630
F NL/GB1631
G NL/GB1632
H NL/GB1633
I DE87
J HP8

Mariners’
Routeing 
Charts

A1 1970
A2 DE2910
A3 GB5500

ENC’s
1 GB301187
2 GB300105
3 GB300106
4 GB301504
5 GB301543
6 GB302052
7 GB301975
8 GB301607
9 GB301183

10 GB301610
11 FR301030
12 FR301010
13 BE3VLBNK
14 NL3NZ100
15 NL3NZ200
16 NL3NZ300
17 NL3NZ400
18 DE321002

3.1 Westbound traffic leaving TSS at West Hinder should keep the buoy 
Foxtrot 3 to their Port side.

3.2 Vessels on their way to/from Hoek van Holland with a draught between 
17.40m and 22.55m are channel-bound and therefore obligated to make 
use of Eurogeul and Maasgeul.

3.3 Crossing the DW Route: Note COLREG Rule 18(d)(i) on the need to avoid 
impeding the passage of a vessel constrained by the draught (but the 
other Rules fully apply when there is risk of collision).

3.4 Ships mentioned in 4.2 are obligated to use the mandatory route for tank-
ers via TSS WEST FRIESLAND. They shall avoid the sea area between the 
mandatory route and the Frisian Islands coast (see 4.2 & 4.3)

3.5 Within the limit of the territorial sea (12 mile zone) and the DW anchorage 
the German Traffic Regulations for Navigable Waterways completely or 
partly applies (see 3.10).

3.6 These routes are recommended for certain ships and mandatory for 
certain tankers & bulk carriers (see 3.4).

3.7 Vessels may use the ITZ when en route to or from a port, offshore installa-
tion, pilot station, or any other place in the ITZ, or when seeking shelter.

3.8 Vessels approaching the eastern part of this TSS Terschelling-German 
Bight should, in particular, keep an efficient look-out for vessels restricted 
in their ability to manoeuvre heading south from TSS ‘Jade Approach’ 
(see 3.10).

3.9 Vessels on their way to/from IJmuiden with a draught over 14.10m are 
channel-bound and therefore obligated to make use of IJ-Geul Approach 
Area and IJ-Geul.

A
Sandettié; DW-route 
A DW-route forming part of the north-east-bound traffic lane is estab-
lished to the north-west of the Sandettié Bank. Mariners considering the 
use of this route should take into account the proximity of traffic using 
the south-west-bound lane and are recommended to avoid overtaking. 
The main traffic lane for north-east-bound traffic lies to the south-east of 
the Sandettié Bank and shall be followed by all such vessels as can safely 
navigate therein, having regard to their draught.

B In addition to COLREGs the Traffic Regulations Belgian Coast applies 
within the limit of the Belgian territorial sea (12 mile zone).

C Selected route for deep draught vessels. (see 4.1)

D In addition to COLREGs the Traffic Regulations of the Territorial Sea 
applies within the limit of the Netherlands territorial sea (12 mile zone).

E Wellheads and wrecks in DW routes are marked by buoys.

F Caution: Two-way traffic in a relative narrow channel. Depths over banks 
are liable to change.

G Routes occasionally followed by S bound deep draught vessels.

H Least depth found in this route 30m (1972). Apart from charted obstruc-
tions.

I There are dangers even within the traffic lanes and DW-routes. You must 
plot your intended track on the navigational charts.

J ROUTEING, PASSAGE PLANNING 
IMO Recommends that all vessels navigating the Channel and Dover Strait 
should have on board the latest edition of Chart GB5500 or an equivalent 
guide.

K Track which may be followed by very large vessels (see 4.1.1)

Carriage of charts and publications (Netherlands, United Kingdom and Germany )

Index of some medium scale 
Paper Charts, special Paper 
Charts and ENC’s

United Kingdom Netherlands Germany

Sailing Directions
1. North Sea (West), NP54. 
2. North Sea (East), NP55. 
3. Dover Strait, NP28

1. The Netherlands Coast Pilot, HP1 1. Nordsee Handbuch, Südöstlicher Teil, BSH 20061

List of Lights 1. List of Lights and fogsignals, vol. A, NP74
2. List of Lights and fogsignals, vol. B, NP75

1. Lichtenlijst van Nederland en aangrenzend gebied, HP2 1. Leuchtfeuerverzeichnis (Lfv.),
 Südöstliche Nordsee, BSH 4003

Tide Tables 1. Admiralty Tide Tables, vol. I, NP201 1. Waterstanden en Stromen langs de Nederlandse
 kust en aangrenzend gebied, HP33 or NL Tides HP33D

1. Gezeitentafeln, Europäische Gewässer, BSH 2115

Tidal Stream Atlasses
1. North Sea Southern portion, NP251. 
2. North Sea Northern portion, NP252. 
3. North Sea Eastern part, NP253

1. For tidal stream information of the North Sea,
 see the Neth. Tide Tables HP33 or NL Tides HP33D

1. Atlas der Gezeitenströme fur die Nordsee,
 den Kanal und die britischen Gewässer, BSH 2345
2. Atlas der Gezeitenströme in der Deutschen Bucht, BSH 2346

VTS Centres VHF Ch. Call

Elbe Approach 71 Cuxhaven Elbe Traffic

Weser 22 Bremerhaven Weser Traffic

Jade 63 Jade Traffic

Ems 74 Ems Traffic

German Bight 80/79 German Bight Traffic

VTS Centres VHF Ch. Call
Belgian coast and Westerschelde approach 60

65
69
64

Wandelaar Approach
Traffic Centre Wandelaar
Traffic Centre Zeebrugge
Traffic Centre Steenbank

Hoek van Holland approach 01
02
03

Maas Approach
Maas Pilot
Maas Entrance

Scheveningen approach 21 Traffic Centre Scheveningen

IJmuiden approach 07 IJmuiden Approach (Supporting VHF Channel: first contact to 
 verify ship's information)

61 IJmuiden Port Control

Den Helder approach 62 Traffic Centre Den Helder

Terschelling and Harlingen approach 02 Traffic Station Brandaris

Ems (see 7.3.4)

IMO - Reporting format

Prefix Item Prefix Item

Alfa ships name & call sign & flag Mike radio communications

Bravo date and time of event November time of next report

Charlie position (lat/long) Oscar maximum draught

Delta position (bearing/distance) Papa cargo

Echo true course Quebec defect, damage, deficiency other limitations

Foxtrot speed Romeo pollution

Golf port of departure Sierra weather conditions

Hotel date, time and point of entry system Tango ships agent/representative

India ETA and destination Uniform ship size and type

Juliet pilot Victor medical personnel

Kilo date, time and point of exit from system Whiskey number of persons on board

Lima route information X-ray miscellaneous

Station Frequency
or VHF Ch

Hours of transmission in UTC (GMT) Meteo
forecast
areas

Navigational-/ Storm warnings Weather 
forecast

Oostende

MF 2761
Ch 27

0233 - 0633
1033 - 1433
1833 - 2233
+ On receipt

0820 - 1720 C

NAVTEX [T]
518 kHz

0310 - 0710
1110 - 1510
1910 - 2310
+ On receipt

0710 - 1910 C

Den Helder CG

MF 3673

0333 - 0733
1133 - 1533
1933 - 2333
+ On receipt (stormwarnings of force 7 Bft.)

0940 - 2140 A - B - C - D

MF 1890

0333 - 0733
1133 - 1533
1933 - 2333
+ On receipt (stormwarnings of force 7 Bft.)

- A - B - C - D

Ch 23 and
Ch 83

0333 - 0733
1133 - 1533
1933 - 2333
+ On receipt (stormwarnings of force 6 Bft.)

0805 - 1305
1905 - 2305 LT

Neth. Coastal
waters and
adjacent lakes and
estuaries

NAVTEX [P]
518 kHz

0230 - 0630
1030 - 1430
1830 - 2230
+ On receipt (stormwarnings of force 7 Bft.)

0230 - 1430

Netherlands
Continental 
Shelf
A - B - C - D

Dover CG
Ch 62,
Ch 63 or
Ch 64

0110 - 0410
0710 - 1010
1310 - 1610
1910 - 2210 LT
+ On receipt

0710 - 1910 LT B - C

Humber CG

MF 1925 
Ch 62,
Ch 63 or
Ch 64 

0750 - 1950 LT
+ On receipt 0750 - 1950 LT A - B - C - D

Cullercoats NAVTEX [G]
518 kHz

0100 - 0500
0900 - 1300
1700 - 2100
+ On receipt

0900 - 2100 A - B - C

Destination ETA in advance Call

Westerschelde (Netherlands ports)
via Wandelaar or Steenbank

6h and 1h Pilotage Vlissingen
phone : +31(0)118 48 95 09
fax : +31(0)118 41 23 21
e-mail : scheldepilot@loodswezen.nl

Rotterdam, Europoort,
Scheveningen

24h and 6h
Vessels with a
draught > 17.4m
8h, 12h and 3h

Pilot Maas
phone : +31(0)10 59 31 600
fax : +31(0)10 59 25 767
telex  : +44 26751 DIRK NL
e-mail : Rotterdam@dirkzwager.com

IJmuiden, Amsterdam, 
Noordzeekanaal
Den Helder

6h, 3h and 1h
Vessels with a
draught > 14.1m
24h, 8h and 3h

Pilot VTS IJmuiden
phone : +31(0)255 56 45 00
fax : +31(0)255 53 25 35
e-mail : pilots.amsterdam@loodswezen.nl

Harlingen, Kornwerderzand,
Terschelling
Eemshaven, Delfzijl

6h
6h
12h, 4h and 2h

Pilot Noord
phone : +31(0)596 61 36 72
fax : +31(0)596 61 03 06
telex : +44 53785
e-mail : lodicon@loodswezen.nl

website: www.loodswezen.nl

Destination ETA in advance Call

London District
River Thames

24h, confirm 8h to 4h Port Control London
phone : +44(0)1474 56 03 11
fax : +44(0)1474 35 29 96
e-mail : shipcon@pla.co.uk

Harwich
Ipswich
Felixstowe
Mistley

8h, confirm 3h Sunk Pilots
phone : +44(0)1255 24 31 11
fax : +44(0)1255 50 71 77
e-mail : sunk.pilot@hha.co.uk

Great Yarmouth 8h, confirm 2h Great Yarmouth Pilots
phone : +44(0)1493 33 55 15
e-mail : marineservices@eastportuk.co.uk

Lowestoft 24h, confirm 3h Lowestoft Port Control
phone : +44(0)1502 57 22 86
fax : +44(0)1502 58 63 75
e-mail : lowpilots@abports.co.uk

For detailed information see the adjoining Passage Planning Chart: GB5500

Destination ETA in advance Call

Westerschelde - Antwerpen

6h

Antwerpen
phone : +32(0)3 232 02 29 
fax : +32(0)3 232 20 85
Vlissingen
phone : +31(0)118 42 45 40
fax : +31(0)118 43 15 37
e-mail Wandelaar : orderpilot@loodswezen.be
e-mail Steenbank : scheldepilot@loodswezen.nl

Westerschelde - Gent phone : +32(0)9 250 57 11
fax : +32(0)9 251 63 21
e-mail Wandelaar : orderpilot@loodswezen.be
e-mail Steenbank : scheldepilot@loodswezen.nl

Coastal harbours phone : +32(0)50 35 52 39
e-mail : orderpilot@loodswezen.be

Website: www.loodswezen.be

Destination ETA in advance Call

River Ems 12h
(at boarding place near 
Lt buoy Westerems)

Emden Pilot 
phone : +49(0)4922 92 35 89 36
fax : +49(0)4922 92 35 89 37
email : borkumstation@emspilot.de

River Jade 12h
(at boarding place near 
Lt buoy 3 / Jade 2)

Jade Pilot 
phone : +49(0)4421 99 46 97 
fax : +49(0)4421 99 46 99 
email : dispo@weserjadepilot.de

River Weser 12h
(at boarding place near 
Lt buoy 3 / Jade 2)

Weser Pilot 
phone : +49(0)471 94 42 42 
fax : +49(0)471 94 42 439 
e-mail : dispo@weserjadepilot.de

River Elbe 12h
(at boarding place 1.5 nm 
east of Lt buoy Elbe)

Elbe Pilot 
phone : +49(0)48 52 8 72 95
  +49(0)48 52 8 71 32
email : eta.elbe@elbe-pilot.de

For detailed information see the adjoining Passage Planning Chart: DE2910 INT 1410
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