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Section 9.5.1.4  Pilot vessel cruising stations
Delete Boarding/unboarding station for vessels with draught up to 17.39m 
and replace by:

The Netherlands Coast Pilot | Pilotage | Zeegat van Hoek van Holland

199Royal Netherlands Navy | Hydrographic Service

9.5.1.2	 Exemptions	and	dispensations
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5. ‘Pilotage’ (The Netherlands).

9.5.1.3	 Request	for	a	pilot
See section 9.4.2 ‘Request for a pilot’.

9.5.1.4	 Pilot	vessel	cruising	stations
Boarding/unboarding station for vessels with draught up to 17.39m and LNG-carriers 
with a length of ≤ 180m
�� Embarkation of the pilot will take place by small/large tender or swath 2 n miles west 

southwest of Maas Center Lt buoy: 1 pilot boarding. Vessels with a draught > 14.30m or 
length > 375m the pilot normally boards a little earlier;

�� Vessels bound for Stellendam (Goereese Sluis) and Scheveningen may also embark the 
pilot here;

�� Disembarkation of the pilot will take place at the position of the MO Lt buoy.

Boarding/unboarding station for LNG-carriers  with a length of > 180m
�� Embarkation will take place by small/large tender or swath abeam of E9 Lt buoy: 2 pilots 

boarding;
�� Disembarkation of 2 pilots will take place near the MNW3-MW4 Lt buoy.

How to recognize the pilot cutter, tenders, swath
�� Pilot cutter: Located one mile south of the Maas Center Lt buoy: black vessel with yellow 

and white superstructure, with the word
�� ‘Pilot’ in white letters on either side;
�� Small tender: Yellow open tender surrounded by a black fender;
�� Large tender: Yellow tender with a white superstructure, with the word ‘Pilot’ in black 

letters on either side;
�� SWATH: Twin hull yellow tender with a white superstructure, with the word ‘Pilot’ in 

black letters on either side.

How to prepare the vessel for boarding the pilot
�� By tender:Vessels with a freeboard of over 9.0m must provide an accommodation ladder 

in addition to the pilot ladder. Generally, pilots refuse to use mechanical pilot hoists or 
other constructions that do not comply with the above-mentioned regulations;

�� By small tender: Pilot ladder 2 ft above the water, speed 4 kn;
�� By large tender: Pilot ladder 6 ft above the water, speed 5-6 kn;
�� By swath: Pilot ladder to be adjusted according instructions, speed 8-10 kn.

9.5.1.5	 Note
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 ‘Pilotage (The Netherlands)’. 

9.5.2 Shore based pilotage (SBP)

9.5.2.1	 General	information
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 ‘Pilotage (The Netherlands)’.

9.5.2.2	 Routes
Shore based pilotage is only available between the pilot boarding station near Maas Centre 
Lt buoy and the Traffic station at Hoek van Holland.

9.5.2.3	 Masters	obligations
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 ‘Pilotage (The Netherlands)’.

9.5.2.4	 Excluded	from	SBP
Excluded from SBP are:
�� Vessels with a draught of more than 14.30m in sea water;
�� Vessels that require a pilotbecause of their condition;
�� Vessels without sufficient communication;
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Section 9.6.1.1	 	 1	–	Inbound	traffic	with	a	draught	up	to	14.29m
Delete Inbound LNG-carriers 
and replace by:

202 Koninklijke Marine | Dienst der Hydrografie

Zeegat van Hoek van Holland | Sailing directions | The Netherlands Coast Pilot

9.6.1.1	 1	–	Inbound	traffic	with	a	draught	up	to	14.29m
Inbound from a western and southern direction
�� These vessels do not receive a Plan of Entry, and can enter at any time (except in case of 

tidal windows);
�� Vessels should not use the DW-route Eurogeul which is primary intended for vessels with 

draughts between 17.40m and 22.55m;
�� The use of Maasgeul is not compulsory;
�� Vessels follow the TSS south of Eurogeul (Maas West Outer and/or Maas West Inner);
�� Keep the pilot cutter on the lee side unless advised otherwise; 
�� When entering the outer breakwaters of Hoek van Holland tidal cross stream should be 

reckoned with. During maximum tidal stream a minimum speed of 10 kn is advised in 
order to make course corrections.

Inbound from a northern or northwestern direction
�� These vessels do not receive a Plan of Entry, and can enter at any time (except in case of 

tidal windows);
�� Vessels should not use the DW-route Eurogeul which is primary intended for vessels with 

draughts between 17.40m and 22.55m;
�� The use of Maasgeul is not compulsory;
�� Vessels follow the TSS Maas North or Maas North West;
�� When crossing the Maasgeul keep the Maas Center Lt buoy on the portside;
�� Keep the pilot cutter on the lee side unless advised otherwise;
�� When entering the outer breakwaters of Hoek van Holland tidal cross stream should be 

reckoned with. During maximum tidal stream a minimum speed of 10 kn is advised in 
order to make course corrections.

Inbound LNG-carriers
�� These vessels do not receive a Plan of Entry, and can enter at any time (except in case of 

tidal windows);
�� LNG-carriers lenght ≤ 180m must embark 2 n miles southwest of the Maas Center Lt buoy;
�� LNG-carriers lenght > 180m must embark the pilot in the Eurogeul between the E9 and E11 

Lt buoys;
�� LNG-carriers lenght > 180m follow the TSS Maas West Outer and enter Eurogeul between 

E5 and E7 Lt buoy;
�� Keep the pilot cutter on the lee side unless advised otherwise;
�� When entering the outer breakwaters of Hoek van Holland tidal cross stream should be 

reckoned with. During maximum tidal stream a minimum speed of 10 kn is advised in 
order to make course corrections.

9.6.1.2	 2	–	DW-route	to	/	from	Hoek	van	Holland

General
Vessels with a draught between 17.40m and 22.55m are channel-bound and therefore 
obliged to make use of the Eurogeul and Maasgeul.
See also HP8 ‘Deep Draught Planning Guide’. This guide is intended for vessels with a 
draught between 20.7m and 22.55m which are sailing from Greenwich Buoy to Europoort..

Inbound vessels with a draught between 17.40m and 19.99m
�� These vessels recieve a Plan of Entry at least 6h before arrival. This plan indicates the 

times at which the vessel should be at the rendez-vous point (51°59,0'N 03°00,0'E) and is 
expected to pass the lower Leading Lt (112°) at the northwest end of Splitsingsdam;

�� Entry time depends on traffic (except in case of tidal windows and in case of extreme 
wind and/or wave conditions);

�� If more than one vessel with a draught over 17.40m is scheduled to navigate in the 
Eurogeul and Maasgeul, an interval of at least 45 minutes is prescribed between these 
vessels;

�� The pilots will confirm the Plan of Entry by a Sailing Plan. After confirmation by the har-
bour master, permission will be granted by Traffic Control;

�� Once the pilots are on board, a deviation of more than 15 minutes in the expected 
passing time of the lower Leading Lt (112°) must be reported to the appropriate sector 
channel;


